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Thank you for your SUPPORT!
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Academic Freedom



What are Open Educational Resources?

Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, 
learning, and research resources released under an 
open license that permits their free use and 
repurposing by others. OER can be textbooks, full 
courses, lesson plans, videos, tests, software, or any 
other tool, material, or technique that supports 
access to knowledge.

Definition from SPARC: the Scholarly Publishing & Academic Resources Coalition



Six intersections that led me to OER

• Textbook Prices / Student Loan Debt
• Bookstore Markup
• Learning about value of OER
• First day (or before) access and post course access
• “I went to the bookstore to buy the book and they didn’t have any.” 

- Students
• Food and housing insecurity



Grossmont College is committed to providing 
an exceptional learning environment that 
enables diverse individuals to pursue their 
hopes, dreams, and full potential, and to 
developing enlightened leaders and thoughtful 
citizens for local and global communities.



Collaboration

CC0 Creative Commons Free for commercial use 
No attribution required 

https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/#usage


Fall ‘17 Sabbatical Leave

• Project to create OER for COUN 110, 120, and 130
• Sought mentors: Una Daly, Nicole Finkbeiner, James Glapa-Grossklag, Amy Hofer
• Backward design: Course Outline
• Research on platform: Pressbooks
• Research on publisher: Rebus Community (thank you Hugh McGuire, Zoe Wake 

Hyde, and Apurva Ashok)
• Surveyed existing peer reviewed College Success OER
• Identify content, implement, edit, rinse, repeat
• Back cover of lulu.com print version done by community college student: Deavon

Clement (Clover Park Technical College, Washington)… Jeanne Hoover, Librarian, 
East Carolina 

• Piloted Blueprint for Success in College and Career in Spring ’18
• Official release Summer ‘18



CC0 Creative Commons Free for commercial use 
No attribution required 

https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/#usage


Defining the "Open" in Open Content and Open Educational Resources
The terms "open content" and "open educational resources" describe any copyrightable work (traditionally 
excluding software, which is described by other terms like "open source") that is either (1) in the public 
domain or (2) licensed in a manner that provides users with free and perpetual permission to engage in the 5R activities:



CC0 Creative Commons Free for commercial use 
No attribution required 

https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/#usage


Exercise

Mobile web search:

Blueprint 2 Rebus



Blind Peer Review

Peer Reviewers:

Andrea Devitt, Cuesta College
Alicia Frangos, College of San Mateo
Denica Kelly, DeAnza College
Rita Soultanian, Saddleback College
Belen Torres-Gil, Rio Hondo College
Shemya Vaughn, College of the Redwoods
Constance Walsh, Fullerton College
Suzanne Wakim, Butte College



Reviews

• Accessibility Review (Will Pines)

• Student Review (Counseling 120 Students)



Options for Access/Reading for Students

• Web book (html) available online (free), desktop, laptop, tablet, 
smartphone

• Kindle (free)
• Nook (free)
• Download .pdf (free)
• EPUB, MOBI, PDF, XML, XHTML (free)
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Sarah Jennings, David Dillon 2018FA-COUN-120-
8090 - College and Career Success 

September 10, 2018 at 3:40am 

Shouldn't "As" be "A's"? Chapter 5.



Print options available for only cost of printing 
and paper (no royalty, no tax)



Print Prices 
(456 pages, black and white) 

• Printing/Duplicating:
• Accu binding: $8.89 / .7 (bookstore markup) = $12.70
• Bookstore vouchers

• lulu.com:
• Perfect binding and front and back cover design: $8.45 + $3.99 

shipping = $12.44
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ASCCC OER Task Force (2017-2018)

Dave Dillon (Chair), Counseling faculty, Grossmont
Heather Dodge, Librarian, Berkeley City
Lyndale Garner, Child Development, Sacramento City
Larry Green, Math, Lake Tahoe
Crystal Kallik, Business, Ventura
Shagun Kaur, Communication, DeAnza
Jessica Kuang, Math, Oxnard
Michelle Pilati, Psychology, Rio Hondo
Roy Shahbazian, Math, Santa Ana
Suzanne Wakim, Biology, Butte
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Drafted proposal and asked for 
$550,000 (Spring ‘18)
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AB-1809 Higher education trailer bill. 
(2017-2018)
SEC. 73.
(a) For the 2018–19 fiscal year, the sum of six million dollars 

($6,000,000) is hereby appropriated from the General Fund to the 
Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges for allocation 
to the Academic Senate for the California Community Colleges, 
consistent with subdivision (b) of Section 70901 of the Education Code, 
to support the development of, and the expansion of the use of, open 
educational resources for the California Community Colleges. Funds 
appropriated pursuant to this subdivision shall be available for 
encumbrance until June 30, 2023.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201
720180AB1809

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1809


Local OER/ZTC Progress

Primary Team:

Dee Aceves (Counseling faculty, Articulation Officer)
Lara Braff (Anthropology)
Dave Dillon (Counseling faculty)
Nadra Farina-Hess (Librarian)
Elizabeth Grossman (OER Librarian)
Rebecca Nowicki (OER Librarian)

• Thank you Sally Cox (CEO Foundation)
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OER/ZTC Progress at Grossmont

• 6 faculty using OER in 2016 affecting 1,600 students

• 46 faculty using OER in 2018 affecting over 8,000 students

• 96 faculty teaching with OER or ZTC in 2018

Projected cost savings from OER/ZTC for Grossmont College Students 
during 2018-2019 year:



$1,088,500
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OER/ZTC Progress at Grossmont

• ZTC Pathway complete for Geography AA/T 

• ZTC Pathway complete for Sociology AA/T
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Saturday, May 18, 2019

Fellowship Presentation for Symposium, Stanford University



Welcome Grossmont OER Student 
Interns!

Edwin Hernandez Carlos Espinoza

(Thank you Katrina Vanderwoode, Javier Ayala, Renee Nasori, Martha 
Clavelle, Matt Calfin, James Canady)





First Region X OER/ZTC Summit

• Hosted by Grossmont College
• Friday, November 9, 8am-2pm
• Keynote Speakers: 

• James Glapa-Grossklag (College of the Canyons) 
• Natalie Miller (student Cal Poly San Luis Obispo after transfer from 

CoC)

Thanks to Grossmont President’s Cabinet for support and funding 
for food!



At least one instructor has adopted 
one of the Blueprint OER texts at:
• Grossmont
• Hancock
• SD City
• Mesa
• Miramar
• Reedley
• Saddleback
• West Hills Lemoore
• Oregon, New Hampshire, New Jersey



Ancillary Development

• PowerPoints 
• Quiz/Test Bank
• Instructor networking / training
• Audio version
• Spanish version
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Show Me the Data!

*Not yet statistically significant (small sample size)

Four sections of COUN 120 (two in Spring ’18, and two in Summer ’18 
using the OER text).

Compared to ALL COUN sections I taught over the last 10 years.

(Thank you Institutional Research and Stacy Teeters)









University of Georgia Study (2018)

By comparing the before and after results of these eight courses, the 
study found that switching to OER increased the number of A and A-
minus grades students received by 5.50 percent and 7.73 percent, 
respectively. The number of students who withdrew or were awarded 
D or F grades (known as the DFW rate) fell by 2.68 percent.
A total of 21,822 students were included in the study, 11,681 of whom 
used commercial textbooks and 10,141 of whom used free digital 
textbooks. The eight courses were in biology, history, psychology and 
sociology, and they used OER textbooks supplied by OpenStax, a 
nonprofit initiative of Rice University.

https://openstax.org/about
https://www.insidehighered.com/college/227757/rice-university


Shout out to T Ford



CELEBRATION

• Saturday, December 8 (location and time TBD)
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